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Relax In
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The 37-square-mile island of St. Maarten was first settled by the Arawaks 
and was discovered by Christopher Columbus on behalf of Spain in 1493. 
Columbus sighted the island on November 11th, the holy day of St. Martin 
of Tours, and so named the island after him. For the next 150 years the 
island was passed between Holland, England, France and Spain. The old 
stone forts that guard many of the island’s inlets are proof of the island’s 
turbulent past. In 1648 St. Maarten was peacefully divided between Holland 
and France, and today is the smallest landmass in the world to be shared by 
two sovereign nations.

Modern day St. Maarten (the Dutch side) and St. Martin (the French side) 
offer a blissful menu of relaxation, entertainment, and activities.  During the 
day, you can do anything from relaxing by the pool, or lying on the beach 
with a good book, to the many different activities available:, snorkeling, 
scuba diving, parasailing, windsurfing, jet-skiing, kayaking, sailing, and deep 
sea fishing.  Perhaps something more land driven is in mind, how about: 
Horseback riding, hiking (even up to the peak of Pic Paradis!), mountain 
biking, and let’s not forget shopping.  And the main attraction of the island is 
the fabulous beaches! 

We’ll be staying at Sonesta Maho Beach Resort & Casino.  It sets on 10 
acres of lush, beachfront property.  It’s a “destination within a destination” 
offering a variety of activities. Situated on the Dutch side of the island, the 
resort is the island’s largest and offers everything from sailing to shopping 
and stage shows to sybaritic spa treatments. For nightlife, there’s a world-
class casino, a Las Vegas-style theater and clubs where you can dance 
until dawn.  The resort also features three restaurants, a promenade with 40 
shops and stand-alone restaurants from intimate to convivial in style, as well 
as tennis, the Good Life Spa and a beautiful white-sand beachfront.

Come join us for an adventure that will bring memories for years to come.  
Maybe try parasailing, scuba diving, or test your strength against the blast 
a jet engine makes as the airport tarmac backs up to Maho beach.  Let the 
excitement begin.  Get your passport and let’s go!!  Sign-up today.  Space 
is limited.
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